Preinvasive diseases of the cervix, vulva, and vagina.
To discuss the epidemiology, treatment, and psychosocial implications of preinvasive disease of the lower genital tract. Review articles, research studies, and government publications. Routine cervical cytology has been one of the most successful public health screening programs accomplished over the last 50 years. However, our success has plateaued. The focus now is to address existing barriers to screening and treatment, and to develop an effective triage protocol for the management of abnormal cervical cytology. IMPLICATIONS FOR NURSING CARE: Nurses as patient advocates are best prepared to meet the culturally sensitive, financially, and geographical challenges of addressing barriers to screening and treatment.